*"<AFtY 


SBSOSfibB-SSSAJi-EIsSISS-SOSSSS* 

Council  Offices, 
Coleford,  Glos. 

September,  1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors 

of  the  West  Dean  Dural  District  Council. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


ANNUAL.  REPORT  FOP  1943. 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  a  report  on 
the  health  conditions  in  the  district  for  the  year  1945. 
In  -July  the  return  of  Mr,  G, J.  Watts,  the  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector,  from  service  in  H. M.  Services  helped 
considerably  with  the  work  of  the  Department  and  enabled 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey  to  bo  pressed  forward  at  a 
reasonable  speed. 

With  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  engaged  almost 
full  time  on  building  licence  work  and  the  Additional 
Inspector:  fully  occupied  with  the  Housing  Survey  the 
routine  inspection  work  has  inevitably  been  reduced 
considerably;  this  particularly  applied  to  inspection 
of  cowsheds,  food  premises  and  retail  food  shops.  The 
standard  of  school  milk  was  closely  watched  during  the 
year  and,  in  all,  58  reports  on  school  milk  were  made  to 
the  Council  in  1945* 


Legitimate.  Illegitimate.  Total. 


4 

Live  Births,  Male, 

142 

19 

161 

Female, 

138 

22 

160.321. 

Still  Births,  Male, 

5. 

2. 

7. 

Female. 

1, 

mM 

1.  '8. 

Deaths  of  infants )Malo. 

5. 

1. 

6, 

under  1  yr  of  agoJFcmaie. 

5* 

1. 

12, 

Deaths.  Male  120 


Female  105  225. 


Excess  of  live  births  over  deaths  ....96. 

Birth  rate:  . ..  .  ...  «...  ...  17.9  per  1,000  population 

Death  rate:  ...  ....  ...  ...  12,6  par  1,000  population 

(The  birth  rate  is  lower  than  in  1944  and  the  death  rate 
slightly  higher  but  still  compare  very  favourably  with 
those  for  England  and  Wales,  The  Registrar  General’s 
'Estimate  of  population  is  17,850). 
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Chief  Causes  of  Death, 


Male. 

Female, 

Total. 

1944  Total. 

Tuberculosis. 

7, 

8. 

15. 

15. 

Cancer. 

13. 

12, 

25. 

29. 

Heart  Disease. 

35. 

33. 

68. 

66. 

Pneumonia. 

7. 

6. 

13* 

11. 

Nephritis. 

1 

9* 

3. 

12. 

"7 

I  • 

Violent  &  Other  Causes.  8. 

2. 

10. 

6. 

Bronchitis. 

11, 

6. 

17. 

14. 

INFEOTICU 

3  DISEASES 

• 

Disease. 

0-1  1-2 

2-5  5-10 

%  v 

10-15  15-25 

25-35 

Over 
35-50  50 

to¬ 

tal 

Scarlet  Fever. 

3 

6  8 

2  1 

2 

1 

23, 

Diphtheria. 

2 

1 

3* 

Whooping  Cough. 

1  3 

12  14 

1  1 

32 

Measles. 

10  43 

174  2  74 

29  8 

> 

1 

53  S 

Pneumonia# 

4 

2  3 

2 

4 

4 

11 

3C 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

2 

2 

Erysipelas. 

1 

1 

7 

3 

12 

Acute  Pol i0ni3jSL.it is. 

1 

1, 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

.  l 

1, 

12  53 

196  300 

33  14 

7 

14 

14. 

643. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  much  higher*  than  in  1944 
duo  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of  measles  (939)* 


DIPHTHERIA  I  IONISATION, 


0-5 

5-15 

Total. 

Immunised  during  year. 

214 

39 

253 

Estimated  Child  Population. 

1652 

2856 

4,508. 

%  of  population  under 

15  now  immunised. 

hb% 

97% 

77% 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  table  of  infectious  diseases  only 
two  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  young  people  under  the  age  of 
15  years  -  There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria.  A  Mooting  was 
held,  in  Coleford  in  March  1945  at  which  films  were  shown  and  a 
lecture  given  but  the  attendance  was  poor.  This  mooting  was 
arranged  in  collaboration  with  the  Gloucester  County  Public 
Health  Department. 

Evan  allowing  for  the  fact  that  80^  of  the  children 
between  0  -  5  is  the  maximum  that  can  bo  immunised,  the 
percentages  in  ¥ost  Dean, 44# is  far  tew  low  for  all  risk  of  a 
diphtheria  epidemic  to  be  averted. 
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TUBERCULOSIS, 

"“The  following  comparativo  teblo  shows  the 
relative  position  of  this  disease  at  tho  end  of  1944  and 
at  tho  end  of  1943* 


N.  P, 

1944.'  1945 

t 

1944. 

p. 

1945. 

Unstated, 

1944.  1945. 

Totals. 
1944,  1945. 

Male, 

50  45 

69 

65 

1 

120  110 

Pemalo. 

43  34 

49 

48 

2  1 

94  83 

93*  79* 

118, 

113. 

3.  1. 

214.  193. 

Tho  population  distributi 

Set,  Pop,  K, 

on  of 

TYI 

-*-•  + 

the  dis 

Total, 

ease  is  shewn  below: - 
Cases  nor  1,000 
Population, 

Coleford. 

2 , 900 

1 1  * 

11, 

«■•.*%:  mum 

25. 

3.62. 

English 

Bicknor, 

500 

o 

5 

10,  00. 

Lydbrook, 

2,500 

22 

13 

40 

16.  00 

Newland, 

1,000 

5 

3 

3 

a.oo 

Staunton. 

250 

1 

- 

1 

4.00 

West  Dean 

.  IQ,  350 

66 

43 

114 

10,41, 

18,000. 

110. 

83. 

193. 

10.72. 

SCABIES  - 

IMPETIGO. 

With  the  oossation  of  tho  War  and  tho  return 
of  many  of  tho  child  evacuees,  the  incidence  of  these  two 
complaints  was  considerably  reduced.  In  4  cases  it  was  found 
necessary  to  remove  a  child  to  hospital.  Any  case  requiring 
institution  treatment  is  now  (August  1946)  removed  to  Trodington, 
near  Tewkesbury,  where  the  Gloucester  County  Council  has  made 
arrangements  for  their  treatment. 


WATER, 

The  Public  Y/ator  Supply  to  the  Rural  District  covers 
tho  v/holc  area,  every  village  and  hamlet  is  served  by  water 
mains, 

(1)  Tho  year  1945  was  remarkable  for  its  weather  conditions 
and  abnormal  features  wore  recorded,  A  very  early  Spring  and 
warmest  April  and  May  recorded,  a  wet  June,  July*  August  and 
September,  Lowest  rainfall  and  least  sunshine  for  November 
ever  recorded,  and  very  wot  December. 

The  quality  of  the  water  during  tho  whole  period  was  of 
standard  purity.  Regular  reports  of  water  sample  tosts  wore 
given  by  tho  County  Analyst.  The  water  supply  is  obtained 
from  a  deep  well  and  borehole  driven  into  the  middle  old  Red 
Sandstone,  Supplementary  water  supplies  arc  obtained  from 
springs  in  the  gathering  ground  around  the  well.  Those  are 
collected  and  used  to  augment  the  supply  as  required. 

(2)  The  water  of  the  piped  supply  is  periodically  examined, 
bactoriologically  in  its  raw  state  from  tho  well  and  springs,  and 
after  sterilization  to  ensure  that  tho  .dosage  of  chlorino  is 
affectively  maintained*  In  addition  occasional  chemical  analyses  of 
the  waters  are  obtained  to  detect  any  variation  in  the  condition. 


\  , 
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The  water  issues  in  Forest  woodland  from  soft  sandstone 
and  limestone  formations* 

(3)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  a  plumbo  -  solvent 
action  in  load  pipes* 

(4)  The  spring  sources  are  surrounded  "by  a  protective 
fence  and  each  individual  source  is  enclosed  by  a  chamber 
and  the  water  conveyed  by  iron  pipes  to  a  largo  collecting 
reservoir  for  distribution. 

(5)  The  estimated  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  served 
by  the  public  water  supply  is  72 %  and  the  proportion  of  the 
population  supplied  from  the  water  mains; 

fa)  Direct  to  houses  69% 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  3% 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

*  Four  samples  were  taken  from  wells  and 
reservoirs  used  by  the  public  and  in  all  cases  the  water 
was  polluted*  The  users  of  these  surjplios  wore  warned 
either  directly  or,  in  the  case  of  tho  public  wells? by 
posting  a  notice  on  tho  well,  stating  that  the  water 
should  be  boiled  before  using  it.  The  possibility  of 
providing  a  pure  source  of  supply  was  always  considered 
but  the  wells  arc  mainly  to  be  found  away  from  tho 
Council *3  water  mains. 


BATHING  P00L3* 

A  routine  sample  of  water  taken  from  tho 
Clcarwcll  Recreation  Ground  Bathing  Pool  (not  municipally 
controlled)  again  showed  the  water  to  bo  of  satisfactory 
purity. 

H3FUS5  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE. 

The  Council  continued  to 

collect  refuse  and  salvage  from  more  than  90%  of  the 
houses  in  the  area,  and  also  to  use  two  refuse  lorrios 
with  six  men  employed  in  loading  and  sorting.  More  than 
a  quarter  of  a  million  refuse  bins  wore  emptied  during 
the  year  and  this  resulted  in  2830  loads  of  refuse  and 
salvage.  All  refuse  from  Army  Camps  in  the  area  was  either 
collected  by  this  Council's  lorrios  or  arrangements  were 
made  for  its  disposal.  This  scheme  worked  well. 

The  value  of  tho  salvage  sold  during  1945  was  £507  and 
tho  net  cost  of  refuse  collection  £1250,  this  figure  is 
somewhat  higher  than  in  1944,  mainly  due  to  tho  decrease 
in  income  from  salvage. 

Refuse  is  disposed  on  a  semi -controlled  system  in 
three  types  of  sites: 

(1)  Disused  pit  shafts. 

(2)  Disused  Quarries. 

(3)  Levelling  of  natural  depressions. 

Bach  si to  was  kept  under  close  review  and  the  condition 
of  the  tips  was  reasonably  good  throughout  the  year.  The 
Council  has  a  five  year  contract  with  tile  Gloucester  County 
Council  for  treatment  of  its  tips  for  rat  infestation  and, 
in  conscquonce,  no  tip  was  seriously  infested  with  rats  during 
tho  yoar. 
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DBA  INAGU  AND  SOT3RAGS. 

commencement  has  yet  boon  made  with  tho 
major  seheme  for  tho  sewering  of  Coloford  and  district  but  a 
Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  hold  in  November  1945  on  tho 
ques  tion  of  the  si  to  for  tho  disposal  works.  A  number  of  hou 
jo  c  ^provided  with  small  scale  septic  tanks  during  tho  year* 
this  cypo  of  drainage  disposal  is  efficient  in  rural  areas 
provided  there  is  ^  a  good  soakaway  and  a  suitable  site*  HThon 

t?nj£G4.rogard  is  had  t0  th0  possible  future 
connection  of  the  drains  to  a  sower  as  well  as  seeing  that 
tnoro  is  ample  space  for  soakago. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS- 

“  Tho  standard  of  milk  production 
remained  generally  good,  but  some  reports  on  school 
milk  samples  submitted  by  tho  County  Council  and  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  this  Council  were  bad.  These 
producers  were  resampled,  closely  watched  and  advised, 
and  an  improvement  was  shown. 


County  Council  Samples.  Good  24  Bad  16  Total  40. 

Public  Health  Dept. Samples.  Good  11  Bad  4  Pair  3  Total  18. 

HOUSING.  : 

8  Statutory  Notices  under  tho  Public  Health  Acts 
wore  served  during  the  yoar  in  respect  of  properties  in 
which  serious  defects  existed.  Considerably  longer  time 
was  granted  to  tho  Owners  to  carry  out  tho  repairs  required 
as,  owing  to  tho  difficulties  of  building  labour  and 
materials,  it  was  recognised  that  the  Owners  found  it 
difficult  to  get  a  Contractor. 


In  two  cases  Owners  were  summoned  to  Coloford  Court 
and  in  both  tho  Court  confirmed  an  order  for  the  work  to 
be  done  in  28  days.  This  work  v/as  carried  out  as  ordered; 

,  general  standard  of  housing  continues  to  be  low, 

ana, . with  tnc  return  of  men  from  tho  forces,  overcrowding 
has  increased.  A  considerable  amount  of  building  work,  mainly 
repairs,  has  been  carried  out  and  124  licences  to  the  value 
?f  -8,883.  4.  lid  issued.  This  included  one  new  house  being 
built  by  private  enterprise. 


HOUSING  SURVT3Y. 

A  detailed  survey  of  tho  area  is  being 
carrion  out  parish  by  parish  and  complete  particulars  are 
being  obtained  for  every  house  of  £10  or  loss  rateable 
value.  An  enlarged  edition  (1:1250)  of  tho  Ordnance 
Survey  has  boon  obtained  and  the  numbers  of  the  survey 
cards  arc  marked  thereon.  This  will  considerably  help 
the  Council  when  it  is  possible  to  deal  with  clearance 
areas. 


Numbers  inspected  to  31st 

Do  comb  or  1945- 

Lydbrook  Parish 

536. 

Est. 

Population  2,500. 

West  Doan  Parish. 

74. 

Tf 

"  10,850. 

1 

A  detailed  summary  of  tho 

536 

houses 

in 

Lydbrook  is  shown  below 

Bad  access 

128 

or 

2k% 

Built  into  bank  - 
up  to  1st  floor. 

104 

or 

1 % 

Above  u  M 

25 

or 

% 

Generally  dolapidated 

53 

or 

10fo 

a 


\ 


/ 


-6— 


No  main  water  supply 

on  site.  227  or  43$ 


Drainage, 


Plush  Lavatory 

83 

or 

1 6fo 

Privy  Midden 

53 

or 

10 % 

Bucket  or  Pail  Closet 

341 

or 

eh% 

Blsan  or  similar  Closet 

47 

or 

% 

No  proper  drainage  for 
waste  water 

319 

or 

5% 

Septic  Tank 

66 

or 

12% 

Septic  Tanks:- 

Overflow  to  soakaway 

57 

or 

u  to  Brook 

30 

or 

gcr/ 

V/0 

(Note:  Some  connect  to  soakaways  and  then  discharge  into 

the  "brook  and  aro  thus  in  both  typos), 

•Sink  T/astos :  - 

So aka way  65  or  12$ 

Direct  to  Brook 

(no  treatment).  6 5  or  12$ 

Lydbrook  is  situate  in  a  N-S  valley  with  its 
shopping  area  over  or  near  the  stream  that  flows  N  to  the 
Lye.  The  houses  are  built  on  both  sides  and  on  plateaux 
to  the  N, 33.  (Joys  Green)  and  S.7,  (\7orrall  Hill). 


The  table  shows  that  the  standard  of  housing  in  the 
village  is  very  low  but,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  materials 
and  labour,  only  works  necessary  to  make  a  house  wind  and 
weatherproof  have  been  required.  The  Council  will  need, 
when  conditions  allow,  to  make  demolition  orders  in  a 
number  of  cases.  The  details  as  to  drainage  obtained 
from  this  Survey  of  the  Parish  of  Lydbrook  havo  boon 
tabulated  and  formed  the  basis  of  much  information  required 
by  the  Consulting  Lnginner  in  his  consideration  of  a  sewage 
disposal  scheme  for  Lydbrook. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  POOD 


Immediately  it  became  permissible  to  make  i 
cream  for  public  consumption  the  appropriate  section  of  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1933,  was  put  into  operation.  All  producer 
and  vendors  of  ice-cream  were  registered  and  subjected  to 
inspection.  A  small  quantity  of  tinned  and  other  foodstuffs 
was  condemned;  the  majority/  cf  this  food  was  damaged  tins 
which  had  become  unfit.  -All  condemned  food  was  fed  to  pigs, 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage.  *  233. 
Public  Health  Complaints  &  Misc.  97. 
Scabies  and  Impetigo,  -  9* 
Housing,  3.155. 
Infectious  Disease.  *  130, 
Refuse  and  Salvage.  302, 
Pood,  111 
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Bakehousos.  46, 
Milk  and  Dairies,  129. 
Water,  72. 
Camp  Sites  and  Caravans.  18. 
Potroloum.  42. 


Gas  Docontam, C. Def  &  Mortuary  7. 
Evac,  &  Requisitioned  Prop.  73. 


Pit  Shafts.  34. 
Rats,  47. 
Schools,  31. 
Other  Infos tat ions.  3. 
Buildings.  127. 
Factories  &  Workshops.  22. 


2713. 


STAFF 


* 


Medical  Officer  of 
Dr,  E.W,  Battle, 
Sanitary  Inspector 
V.  G,  Hudson  M. R 
G.  J.  Watts  A.R 


Health  (temporary  and  part-time) 

M. R. C. S  (England)  L, R. 0. P.  (London) 
i  (full  time) 


.  San.  I.  ,  M.  S.I.A,  , 


*  San.  I.,  M.  S.I.A*  ,  M.  R.  I;  P.II.H. 


« 


Wg  have  the  honour  to  he, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servants, 


V.  G.  HUDSON, 


E.  ¥.  RATTLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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